
 

  

Book opens discussion of race, color 

Faith 
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February Highlights 

By the Numbers 

Kindergarten discussion of race, color 

New bus offers new opportunities  

Pillowcases donated to local nonprofit 

The Essence of Love 

 

“Jesus loves the little children, all the children of the world. Red and yellow, black 
and white, they are precious in His sight. Jesus loves the little children of the world.” 

Feb 14 – Valentines Day 
Feb 18 – Presidents’ Day (no school) 
Feb 22 – Milk & Cookie Night 
Feb 22 – March 1 – Scholastic Book Fair 
 
 

Most kindergarten classroom discussions are unfiltered, but a skilled educator can use 

these moments to teach foundational lessons. Such was the case Mrs. Shaffer’s 

kindergarten classroom after reading The Story of Martin Luther King, Jr. (Johnny Ray 

Moore, 2001) as part of National Black History Month.  Most students in the class had 

never heard of segregation, and a discussion of race and color evolved. 
 

Teacher: Why was Martin’s friend was not allowed to play with him? 

Student 1:  Because his skin is not normal color.   

Teacher:  What is the normal color of skin?   

Student 1:  Points to his own bare forearm.   

Teacher:  All skin colors are normal colors: red, yellow,  

black, and white. (Asking Student 2) What is your skin color? 

Student 2: Black.   

Teacher:  Are you sure? 

Student 2:  Yes, black.   
 

Mrs. Shaffer pulled out a black and brown colored pencil and asked which color 

matched the skin of Student 2. Student 2 and class confirmed it was the brown pencil.  

The teacher then asked Student 1 which pencil matched his skin color. Student 1 said 

white.  At this point, the teacher pulled out a white and a beige colored pencil and asked 

which matched his skin color the best. Student 1 corrected himself, saying it was beige. 

The class also confirmed beige was correct. The same process was repeated in regard 

to “red” skin color and “yellow” skin color. 

 

Teacher: Do you notice that all skin colors are some shade of brown?  
Class:  Yes 

Teacher: So, is one skin color more important than another skin color? 

Class:  No, they are the same. 

Teacher:  Is there a skin color that is the least or lowest of importance? 

Class:  No, they are the same. 

Teacher:  So, who does God love the most? 

Class:  Everyone. 

Footsteps of 
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15 
Pillowcases sewn during J-Term  

for Claire Parker Foundation 
 

17% 
Percentile of parents that saved 50% on  

re-enrollment for 2019/2020 
 

12,195 
Total books, volumes, and media items 

cataloged in the school library.  
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Faith Christian Academy celebrated the 
start of 2019 with the purchase of a new 
fourteen passenger bus. Have you seen it?!  
With an increasing number of students 
commuting from the Gretna and Chatham 
areas, a new bus is helping the school meet 
the needs of its families through morning 
bus service and transportation for athletics 
and field trips.    
 
The bus was purchased from local supplier, 
Sonny Merryman in Evington.  Philip Droog, 
an FCA parent, is a mechanic at Sonny 
Merryman and personally got the bus 
prepped for use. Droog will be the mechanic 
overseeing all regular maintenance on the 
bus. Droog’s son, PJ, is a kindergartener at 
Faith Christian. With three younger children 
at home, the Droog family is a strong 
supporter of the school and its mission to 
offer quality, faith–based education in a 
caring, positive environment.  

the heart of the matter >>> 

Sewing for a local cause 
“One of our most important ongoing missions, 
the Pillowcase Project, was started to ensure to 
that every child has a clean, handmade pillow to 
lay on during their hospital stay.”   
~ Claire Parker Foundation 

 

Transportation made easier with new bus!   

As part of J-term, high school students completed 
a five day elective course entitled “Sewing for a 
Cause.” The course was led by local seamstress 
and quilter Gail Wright, who volunteers with the 
Claire Parker Foundation as a quality control 
coordinator for the pillowcase project.   
 
“It was a wonderful experience to work with the 
girls. They were very intelligent and did great 
work,” says Wright. “I hope they invite me back to 
teach next year!”  Students were first engaged in 
a dialogue that focused on the foundation, its 
mission, and selecting material that will make a 
child smile. Wright also took the time to explain 
how pre-washing the material also protects a 
child’s immune system from the chemicals used 
in the textile industry.  

 
 
 
 
 
So far, the bus service picks up students at 
two locations in Gretna and there are plans 
to adapt the route based on the changing 
needs of families. Enrollment is now open 
for the 2019/2020 scholastic year.  
 

“We continue to be grateful 
for God's provision and know  

that He is faithful.” 

Asst Administrator, Mrs. Moore  

 
 

The Essence of Love 
Love is not something you describe with adjectives; love is something you describe with verbs because love is only described, it is not 
defined.  Love is only love when it acts.  And that’s the way it’s presented in the Word of God.  So the Bible never defines love, it only 
describes it.  And the description here is most beautiful.  In every one of the 15 perfections of love in verses four to seven, there are 15 
different perfections of love to fill out its description, but in every one of them, a verb is acting.  (John MacArthur, The Qualities of Love) 

(Above) Asst Administrator, Lisa Moore, at a bus 
stop with students Nichole Dalton, Caroline Hagood, 
Preston, Virginia, and Abigail Wydner  
 

(Left) Philip and April Droog with son, Philip Jr. 

 

child’s immune system from the chemicals 
used in the textile industry. Special thanks to 
Threads Run Thru It Quilt Shop in Rustburg, 
which donated much of the fabric used in 
these creations. 
 
In one week, teenagers learned how to 
operate a standard sewing machine and then 
worked with instructor Gail Wright to produce 
fifteen perfectly pressed Denise Bowman, a 
local friend of the school, assisted in teaching 
the students.  She worked alongside the girls 
to help with the machines and keep the seams 
straight.  Although it was a donation of 
pillowcases, the students gained a skillset for 
life. “Sewing is just like carpentry, 
architecture, or engineering. It requires 
creativity, math, patience, and shows 
craftsmanship. Sewing is not just women’s 
work,” says Wright.  
 
To learn how you can help the foundation, 
visit their website: claireparkerfoundation.org 


